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Our Mission

Founded in 2009 to build a food system that benefits our communities, 

economy, and environment in ways that are just, equitable and sustainable. 

Driven by community-led solutions, we bring together over 100 entities and 

130 individuals to re-imagine our region’s food system and seek policies that 

promote local food growing, sustainable agriculture, equitable development 

and access to healthy food, particularly in low-income communities.

“
”



Pittsburgh
Challenge Team

Project Lead
● Pittsburgh Food Policy Council

Project Partners: Pgh Food Team
● City of Pittsburgh

○ Mayor’s Office

○ City Planning Department

○ Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations

● Allegheny County Health Department

● American Heart Association Greater 

Pittsburgh Chapter

● Community leader



Our Challenge Goals

Goal 1

● Standardize data 

collection and 

measurement of food 

and health equity in 

Pittsburgh that will 

identify food equity 

priority areas. 

Goal 3

● Pass 

comprehensive 

citywide food & 

health equity 

policy

Goal 2

● Design and launch 

resident leadership 

program to 

meaningfully co-design 

policy



The Problem



...to Address the Problem



Food Access Map



● Food access points: grocery stores, farmers markets, corner stores, food pantries, 

alternative food distribution sites (soup kitchens, Islamic Center in Oakland, 412 

distribution sites), farm stands (Braddock), mobile market stops, summer meal 

sites, after school meals, immigrant-owned stores that aren’t Fresh Corners, senior 

box sites, senior feeding sites, Produce to People sites, Meals on Wheels

➔ Details of food access points determined by the Food & Health Equity Working 

Group: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fG6xHQBlF04YBR7gzZrrggwQS4wLSqZtgqyNmw1Kzwk/edit

● Layers: layer that shows where incentive programs are available; SNAP accepted; 

WIC accepted, FMNP (PA Dept of Ag), filter for fresh produce/healthy; include all 

food points; transportation (Active Allegheny Plan), Modified Retail Food 

Environment Index (MRFEI) scores for Census tracts in Allegheny County. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fG6xHQBlF04YBR7gzZrrggwQS4wLSqZtgqyNmw1Kzwk/edit


foodactionplan.org , page 18 & 20



The Solution(s)



Solutions 

Convene 
Stakeholders

Use standard 

criteria to identify 

areas of focus & 

investment  

Standardize 
Definitions & Data 

Collection



On behalf of our PghFoodTeam, 
Thank you!

Dawn Plummer
Pittsburgh Food Policy Council

dawn@pittsburghfoodpolicy.org

www.pittsburghfoodpolicy.org

Download our region’s first food systems plan at foodactionplan.org

http://www.pittsburghfoodpolicy.org
https://foodactionplan.org/

